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from the date of its original classifica-
tion.

§ 1312.7 Derivative classification. 
A derivative classification means that 

the information is in substance the 
same information that is currently 
classified, usually by another agency 
or classification authority. The appli-
cation of derivative classification 
markings is the responsibility of the 
person who incorporates, restates, 
paraphrases, or generates in new form 
information that is already classified, 
or one who applies such classification 
markings in accordance with instruc-
tions from an authorized classifier or 
classification guide. Extreme care 
must be taken to continue classifica-
tion and declassification markings 
when such information is incorporated 
into OMB documents. The duplication 
or reproduction of existing classified 
information is not derivative classi-
fication. Persons who use derivative 
classification need not possess original 
classification authority.

§ 1312.8 Standard identification and 
markings. 

(a) Original Classification. At the time 
classified material is produced, the 
classifier shall apply the following 
markings on the face of each originally 
classified document, including elec-
tronic media: 

(1) Classification Authority. The name/
personal identifier, and position title 
of the original classifier shall appear 
on the ‘‘Classified By’’ line. 

(2) Agency and Office of Origin. If not 
otherwise evident, the agency and of-
fice of origin shall be identified and 
placed below the name on the ‘‘Classi-
fied By’’ line. 

(3) Reasons for Classification. Identify 
the reason(s) to classify. The classifier 
shall include, at a minimum, a brief 
reference to the pertinent classifica-
tion category(ies), or the number 1.5 
plus the letter(s) that corresponds to 
that classification category in Section 
1.5 of the Executive Order. 

(4) Declassification instructions. These 
instructions shall indicate the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The duration of the original clas-
sification decision shall be placed on 
the ‘‘Declassify On’’ line. 

(ii) The date or event for declassifica-
tion that corresponds to the lapse of 
the information’s national security 
sensitivity, which may not exceed 10 
years from the date of the original de-
cision. 

(iii) When a specific date or event 
within 10 years cannot be established, 
the classifier will apply the date that is 
10 years from the date of the original 
decision. 

(iv) The exemption category from de-
classification. Upon determination 
that the information must remain clas-
sified beyond 10 years, the classifier 
will apply the letter ‘‘X’’ plus a brief 
recitation of the exemption cat-
egory(ies), or the letter ‘‘X’’ plus the 
number that corresponds to the exemp-
tion category(ies) in Section 1.6(d) of 
the Executive Order. 

(v) An original classification author-
ity may extend the duration of classi-
fication for successive periods not to 
exceed 10 years at a time. The ‘‘De-
classify On’’ line shall be revised to in-
clude the new declassification instruc-
tions and shall include the identity of 
the person authorizing the extension 
and the date of the action. 

(vi) Information exempted from auto-
matic declassification at 25 years 
should on the ‘‘Declassify On’’ line be 
revised to include the symbol ‘‘25X’’ 
plus a brief reference to the pertinent 
exemption categories/numbers of the 
Executive Order. 

(5) The overall classification of the 
document is the highest level of infor-
mation in the document and will be 
conspicuously placed stamped at the 
top and bottom of the outside front and 
back cover, on the title page, and on 
the first page. 

(6) The highest classification of indi-
vidual pages will be stamped at the top 
and bottom of each page, to include 
‘‘unclassified’’ when it is applicable. 

(7) The classification of individual 
portions of the document, (ordinarily a 
paragraph, but including subjects, ti-
tles, graphics) shall be marked by 
using the abbreviations (TS), (S), (C), 
or (U), will be typed or marked at the 
beginning or end of each paragraph or 
section of the document. If all portions 
of the document are classified at the 
same level, this may be indicated by a 
statement to that effect. 
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